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SCANDINAVIA,

ANCIENT AND MODERN.

CHAPTER .
Fyom the Reformation to the Thirty Years’ War.

New Epoch in Scandinavian History.—The Throne of Swedcn
made Hereditary in the Family of Vasa.—Death of Gustavus,
and Accession of Erik XIV.—Fickle Character of this Prince.
—His Courtships.—His Quarrels with the Russians and Polea
—Persecution of the Sture Family.—Rupture with Denmark.

~ —Expedition of Frederic 11. against the Dithmarschen.—Their
brave Resistance and final Subjugation.—Seven Years’ War
with Sweden.—Naval Battles in the Baltic.—Erik X1V. de-

sed.—Peace of Stettin.—Death and Character of Frederic

[.—Attempts to restore the Catholic Religion in Sweden.—

Hostilities with Russia.—King of Poland succeeds to the

Swedish Crown.—Abdication of Sigismund, and Accession

of Charles 1X.— War of Calmar between Denmark and

Sweden.—Peace of Knerod.— Military Exploits of Gustavus

Adolphus.—Auspicious Commencement of bis Reign.—Hoe-

tilities with Poland.—Peace concluded.

‘WEe are now approaching that epoch in Northern history
when the Scandinavian states, hitherto engrossed with
their own internal affairs, and almost insulated from the
great system of European policy, first came 1nto close con-
tact with the southern nations of Christendom. The trans-
actions connected with these three kingdoms—their wars,
foreign and domestic—are so interwoven and blended to-
gether, that, although the Union of Calmar no longer ex-
isted, a community of interests and an identity of public
events still remained, which it would be prejudicial to treat
in separate detail. To avoid unnecessary repetition, there-
fore, the several branches of our historical analysis shall
henceforth be imbodied in one continuous narrative.

‘The monarchs who successively filled the thrones of
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these dominions, from the era of the Reformation to the
prelsent time, are exhibited under one view 1n the following
table:

DENMARK AND NORWAY. SWEDEN. -A.De
enbu Gustavus Adolphus.......... 1633
Fmdergol';.‘f q.’.. O‘ld cons rg . ]A‘gé Christina abdicated.......... 1654
Christian IVe.cecceceooccenes 1648
FredericIll, cccc0ee 6o coceee 1670 Houase Qf an-Pcmta
Christian V 1699 Charles X..cooeocee . 1600
AFBLIAN V., ccoccoeeceece... Charles XI.. ceesescees 1697

FredericlV. .......cce00..0. 1730 Charles x".””“”"“”

Christian vn 1746 .+ 1718

Ulrica Eleanora

Frederic V. . cessccnces J760 : ..o 1781
Christian Vl! eecesee 1808 Frederio of kease :
Frederic VI. (assoclate sover- House of Holstein-Gottorp

rederic

eign, 1784), reigning in .... 1837 | Adolphus
Gustavus 111. assassinated .. 1798

SWEDEN. Gustavaus IV, dcposed ...... 1809
House of Vasa. Charles X“l ceceeeces 1818
Brik XIV. deposed -......... {5,,32 SWEDEN AND NORWAY.

1600 | Charles John (Bornadotte),

Sigismund dopooed.
vencecsecey 101l | Peigningin..cecceccenccese |

Charles 1X.
The elevation of Gustavus Vasa to the throne as king
of all Sweden and the two Gothlands ; his establishment
of the Lutheran doctrines as the religion of the kingdom ;
and the signal triumph he achieved for his country, by liber-
ating it from the Danish yoke, have been related in the
preceding chapters of this work. By his valour and mod-
eration he defeated all the intrigues of Frederic I. and
Christian III., who endeavoured to recover the Swedish
crown by exciting his subjects to rebellion. In 1527, a
peasant named Hans was induced to personate Nils Sture,
son to the late administrator, and to stir up a revolt in
Dalecarha, with a view to obtain the sovereignty ; but the
iinpostor was detected, and the insurgents compelled to
lay down their arms. A conspiracy against the king’s life,
formed by the burghers of Stockholm, was also discovered
and defeated ;: and in 1542 the throne was rendered heredi-
tary in the family of Gustavus by a decree of the states as
sembled at Westeraas.*

* Loccen,, lib. vi. Vertot, Revolut. de Suéde, tom. ii. One
of the most dangerous conspiracies in his whole reli:) was that
of Thure Johansen (1529), a discontented chief, who induced
the Inhabitants of Dalecarlia, Smaland, and Fast Gothiand to
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By this act, not only was his power confirmed and his
patriotic services rewarded, but all future claims of Den-
mark on the crown were most effectually excluded. His
son, Prince Erik, then eleven years of age, was chosen his
successor, the right of inheritance being extended to his
male descendants successively ; with this restriction, how-
ever, that whenever the male line became extinct, the elec-
tion of a new king should devolve on the states and the
senate. By this deed, called the Act of Hereditary Unioa.
the treaty of Calmar was absolutely cancelled, and all
prospect of its revival finally cut off.

Having restored tranquillity, and fixed the independence
of Sweden on a selid foundation, Gustavus applied his

abjue their allegiance to Gustavus. But tranquillity was re
stored by the king’s prudence and moderation.—Forsell, Statists

p- 65. Vertot, tom. il., p. 60, et seq.
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mind to the arts of peace and the encouragement of
science and commerce. Men of genius in every profession
were patronised ; the cities were adorned with elegant and
useful edifices ; the army and marine were organized on a
better plan; naval architecture was improved, and the
merchants of every country invited to the ports of his
kingdom. With a view to strengthen the power and influ.
ence of his family, he proposed a matrimonial alliance be-
tween Prince Erik and Queen Elizabeth of England. Am-
bassadors were sent to London to promote the match;
but the negotiation made no progress, and, after a short
residence, they returned without effecting the object of
their mission.

Meanwhile the king was attacked at Stockholm with a
slow fever, which carried him off on the 7th September,
1560, in the seventieth year of his age. Before his death
he had taken the precaution to make a final arrangement re-
garding the succession, by assigning portions to his younger
sons, and strongly recommending them to cultivate una-
nimity and render allegiance to their elder brother, if they
wished to avoid the fatal consequences of civil commo-
tion. His body was interred at Upsala, and his funeral ob-
sequies celebrated amid the tears and praises of his sub-
jects. No monarch was ever more universally esteemed
or more sincerely regretted. His character was indeed
extraordinary, considering the circumstances of the times
in which he flourished. In an age of ignorance he became
learned ; in a country the most barbarous he organized @
gsystem of perfect civilization; among a nation of slaves
he restored public liberty, and set the consciences of men
free from the tyranny of spiritual thraldom. He seemed
formed in everything to excel the rest of mankind, uniting
all the accomplishments that constitute the statesman, the
warrior, the patriot, the Christian, and the hero. By his
wise counsels and masterly policy, he raised the power and °
reputation of his government to a height which rendered
his name dear to his own countrymen, and the admiration
cf all Europe.*

Prince Erik ascended the vacant throne at the age of
twenty-seven ; but he possessed neither the abilities nor

* Puffendorff, tom. i., p. 384. Vertot, tom. ii., p. 249.
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the virtues of his father. He had indeed the advantages
of a finished education, and was skilled in all the elegant
and manly exercises suitable to his rank. But his endow-
ments were rather striking than solid, while his violent
and impetuous temper hurried him from one imprudence
to another, until it cost him his kingdom. At the very
commencement of his reign he quarrelled with his brothers
respecting the portions of lJand and money assigned to
them by their father. He incurred the displeasure of the
nobility by passing a decree, the object of which was to
regulate the period of military service in the field, the suin
each was required to advance, and the force he was to
maintain for the king’s use in case of civil or foreign war.
In nothing was his inconstancy more conspicuous than
in the fickleness of his coartships. He resumed the treaty
of marriage with Queen Elizabeth, and embarked for Eng-
land, where he intended to appear with all the magmﬁ
cence becoming a prince; but he was overtaken by a
stormn on the voyage, and narrowly escaped shipwreck.
This accident seems to have diverted his attention to a
new object, for he immediately transferred his affections
to Mary of Scotland, the most beautiful and accomplished
woman of her age. Ambassadors were despatched to
Edinburgh to solicit her hand ; but scarcely had the depu-
tation left Edinburgh, when he sent other ministers to the
imperial court to demand the Princess of Lorraine, daughter
of Christian 11., with whom he fell deeply in love, from the
description of her charms given by some of his own ret-
inue.
The latter embassy retumed with a favourable answer,
but Erik had changed his mind before their arrival. Al-
though the natior was engaged in war with Denmark, the
indulgence of his gallantry was not to be repressed on that
account. Commissioners were ordered to repair to Hesse-
Cassel, and charged not to return without the landgrave’s
daughter, for whose safe convoy an escort of twelve men-
of-war was put to sea, under the command of Admiral
Bagge. The squadron encountered the Danish fleet near
the island of Berkholm, and, after an obstinate engage-
ment, the enemy were defeated, with the loss of four ships
eaptured, 900 prisoners, and about 600 officers and marines
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killed. The admiral proceeded on his voyage, but the ne-
gotiation proved unsuccessful. -

At length, after making proposals to almost every court
in Europe,. Erik espoused the daughter of a peasant in his
own kingdom, named Catharine, a retailer of fruit, who,
from being his mistress, was promoted to the dignity of
Queen of Sweden. The unaccountable ascendency which
this woman had gained over his affections was ascribed,
in that superstitious age, to the administration of philters
or charmed potions; but it arose entirely from the vio-
lence and caprice of his temper, which often hurried him
into such furious paroxysms as to render it necessary to
apply personal constraint. His matrimonial expeditions,
while they made him appear ridiculous in the eyes of his
neighbours, inflicted a severe blow on the finances of the
country, by wasting 1n fruitless negotiations the vast treas-
ures which his predecessor had accumulated with much
care and prudence.

The marriage of his brother John, duke of Finland, with
the daughter of Sigismund, king of Poland, was the occa-
sion of a bitter feud, which had nearly involved the king
dom in all the expenses and disasters of civil war. Erik
happened at that time to be implicated in a quarrel with
the Russians and Poles respecting the commerce of Livo-
nia, which had eonverted that fertile provinee into a scene
of strife, confusion, and bloodshed. While one of his
armies carried on hostile operations there, and succeeded
in gaining possession of eight cities and castles, all garri-
soned with Polish troops, another was despatched to re-
duce Finland. The town of Abo was taken by stratagem
Duke John, his wife and family, with the whole of their
domestics, were conducted prisoners to Stockholm, where
they were accused of rebellion and condemned to death,
without hope of pardon except from the royal clemency.
Such of the offenders as were natives underwent the pen-
alty of the law, and foreigners were expelled the kingdom ;
the life of the unfortunate prince was saved, but he was
sentenced to perpetual imprisonment, with the confiscation
of all his property. If we may credit the reports of that
age, Erik frequently repaired to the dungeon with intent
to commit murder ; but, on beholding the duke, he melted
into pity, threw himself at his feet, confessed his bloody

FROM THE REFORMATION
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parpose, and implored forgiveness. At length, after a pe-
riod of nearly four years, the king, at the request of the

nobles, who foresaw the danger of prolonging these fra-
ternal discords, consented, upon certain conditions, to lib-
erate the prisoner: a measure which was hailed with the
greatest joy by the nation.
Scarcely had this happy reconciliation taken place, when
the kingdom was plunged into fresh troubles, jnating
in the cruel persecution of the Sture family. Nis or
Nikolas, the representative of the only remaining branch
of the ancient race of the administrators, had been unjust-
ly suspected by Erik of being an accomplice in the alleged
conspiracy of his brother to seize the crown. Yielding to
the blind impulse of vindictive feeling, he ordered that no-
bleman to be conducted, in the most ignominious manner,
to the capital, mounted on a peasant’s horse, with a crown
of straw upon his head, and exposed to the scofis and de-
rision of the populace. This indignity to a personage of
the first rank and merit filled the public mind with hatred
and disgust. But the capricious vengeance of the king did
not rest satisfied with this humiliating exhibition; he en-
deavoured to convince the states that Nikolas had con-
ceived a guilty passion for the queen; that he was ambi-
tious of recovermg the power possessed by his anoestors;
and had carried on dangerous intrigues against his sover-
eign while ambassador at Stralsund. A slight was
only wanting to determine the extirpation of the whole
family. The circumstance of a page belonging to Sture
bemg found at court armed with a pistol, was construed
into an attempt to assassinate the king; torture was em-
ployed to extort confession that he was the secret emis-
sary of his master; but the faithfol domestic continued
firm, alike unmoved by the promises and torments of his
accusers.
This scheme having miscarried, another stratagem was
adopted, equally disgraceful. Proofs of 8 conspiracy were
fabricated by means of forged letters and other documents,
the genuineness of which was attested by bribed witness-
es. On this false evidence a great number of the ad-
herents sud relations of the doomed family were arrested ;
and, although their innocence was clearly established, the
whole of the prisoners were cruelly massacred, Nikolas
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himself being stabbed by the king with his own poniard,
to whom he had generously presented it as a pledge of his
loyalty. The bloody deed was carefully concealed, until
Ivar Peerson, one of the court satellites, obliged the states
to pass sentence of capital punishment upon the dead bod-
ies, by which he hoped to wipe away this guilty stain on
the honour of his master.

Bat neither the triumph of revenge nor the declaration
of acquittal could assuage the pangs of a guilty conscience.
Erik became frantic with remorse, and, in a fit of despair,
took shelter in the woods, attired in the habit of a peasant,
and prowling about like a savage. His retreat was at last
discovered, and, through the influence of the queen, he was
brought back to the capital and prevailed upon to take food
and repose. His passions now turned in a new direction ;
he lavished his generosity on the friends and relations of
the deceased ; distributed large sums of money among the
senators t0 engage them in his interest ; and cast the en-
tire blame of his cruelties on Peerson, who was according-
ly condemned for this and other high crimes and misde-
meanours, and executed as a traitor on a gibbet before the
walls of the city.

The most prominent events in the reign of Erik were
the Livonian war and his rupture with the Danes. In the
former his arms continued successful, until the unfortu-
nate attempt to recover Pernau in 1666, where he lost the
greater part of his troops, and had the remainder swept
off by the terrible ravages of the plague. His quarrel with
Denmark was equally calamitous, and attended with no
better result ; but, before entering into any narrative of
these transactions, it will be necessary briefly to advert to
the affairs of that country. '

Frederic I1. had succeeded, on the death of his father
Christian III., to the crown of the united kingdom ; but
the peaceful commencement of his reign was soon inter-
rupted by an event which entailed on both nations the dis-
astrous consequence of a sanguinary war.* The late mon-

* Huitfeldt’s Chronicle (Danmarkis Ruges Kronike) begins
where Saxo terminates his history, and ends with the reign of
Christian 11l. Resenius, the editor of the first edition of Snorre’s
F.dda, compiled a <hronicle of the “<ign of Frederic }l., from
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arch had the duchies of Sleswig and Holstein
between himself and his two brothers, Adolphus and John,
according to the previous usages of the feudal times, which
regarded government not as a trust, but a patrimony, where
@ every male member of the reigning family was entitled
0 a share. This division became the perennial root of
dissensions between the royal and ducal houses, of which
posterity reaped the bitter fruits. Adolphus was the found-
er of the line of Holstein-Gottorp, whose long and deadly
hostility to the kingly race of Denmark was not ag;;eased
uantil the accession of his descendants to the Russian
throne, when its remaining claims to the duchy of Hol-
stein were exchanged for the counties of Oldenburg and
Delmenhorst, the patrimonial inheritance of the Danish
erown.
Frederic had no sooner ascended the throne than he
formed a compact with his uncle, the Duke of Holstein, to
avenge the disgraceful defeat of King John by the Dith-
marschen in the war of 1500, and to divide between them
the territory of that heroic people Ever since the mem-
orable invasion of that year, which they had so nobly re-
pelled, their vassalage to the Danish sovereign was mere-
ly nominal ; and, having been closely allied with the Han-
seatic repubhcs in the war against Christian IIL, that
monarch had expressly recognised their national 'inde-
pendence in the treaty of peace with the Confederation,
concluded at Hamburg in 1636. Meantime the principles
of the Reformation had been introduced among them by
the disciples of Luther, who maintained a long and bloody
strife with the bigoted professors of the ancient religion,
whose blind fury was stimulated by the factious hatred of
the Dominican monks against their rivals of the Augustin-
ian order, to which the German reformer and his mission-
aries had belonged. The evangelical faith at length tn-
umphed over these obstacles, and became the established
creed of this warlike community.
The Protestant princes of Holstein, mstead of regarding
them with favour as brethren united in the bonds of 8

eommon Christianity, allowed their inveterate enmity aad

which Holberg and other modern Danish historians have drawn
their principal materials.




their lust of dominion t» quench every generous and kwmd.
ly feeling. Pretexts for this unjust aggression were easily
found in the wild excesses of a half-civilized people, com-
mitted in their border forays on the lands of the neigh-
bouring states, not unfrequently in retaliation of wrongs
inflicted by those with whom they could hardly ever be
said to live 1In habits of assured peace. The force levied
for their subjugation by the allied princes consisted of
25,000 men, embracing the flower of the nobility and
kn 1ghthood of Denmark and Holstem, with their feudal re-
tainers, and several bands of mercenaries trained in the
imperial wars. Against this formidable array, the Dith-
marschen, who had been abandoned by the Hanseatic
towns, could only muster about 7000 fighting men.

The supreme command in this expedition, deemed one
of great difficulty and doubtful issue, was conferred on the
renowned John Rantzau, whose head, already adorned
with the laurels of many a sharply-contested field, was
now whitened with the snows of nearly seventy winters.
The campaign commenced in May, that season being reck-
oned favourable to the invaders, when the dryness of the
marshes would facilitate their access to the interior. The
capture of Meldorp opened to them the whole southern
part of the province, extending to the banks of the Elbe.
Towards the Eyder another stronghold, called Tilleburg,
was taken, after a short but gallant resistance. The in-
habitants now resolved to make their last desperate stand
in the capital, where all their most valuable effects were
deposited ; but here new and worse calamities awaited
them. The external works were carried after a severe
oconflict, in which Frederic signalized.his courage, and
Duke Adolphus was severely wounded. The gates were
burst open, but the ' barricaded the streets, and
defended themselves with their artillery and firearms,
until Rantzau gave orders to set fire to the town, as the
only means of compelling them to retreat. The inhabi
tants were pursued by the cavalry in every direction,
while the soldiers entered the houses, committing havoe
and plunder without restraint. Those that escaped the
sword perished in the flames ; a few saved themselves by
crawling along the dikes and ditches under cloud of mglut.
but the greater part nobly sold their lives in this last sfr\g
gle for their countrv’s indenendence.

FROM THE REFORMATION




2\

Nothing remained, therefore, but to solicit the mercy of
the invaders. Three of the clergy were accordingly sent
as heralds to the royal camp, bearing in their hands white
staves, with an open letter addressed to the princes, under
the long-disputed title of ¢ Lords of Dithmarsch,’’ implo-
ring leave to negotiate for terms of peace. The hard con-
dition of paying a war eontribution of 600,000 florins was
modified at the earnest entreaty of the deputation, who
represented the utter impossibility of levying so large a
sum from a wasted and ruined country. The treaty was
finally ratified in June, 1669, on which occasion all the re-
maining inhabitants, including 4000 fighting men, with their
women and children, came in a body to surrender their
arms and munjtions of war, and to do homage to the vic-
tors.®* The whole body, disarmed and bareheaded, with
white staves in their hands, fell on their knees, and swore
with uplifted hands henceforth to bear true allegiance to
the king and the dukes, and their posterity forever, as their
liege lords and lawful sovereigns. At the same time they
swirendered all the trophies taken 1n the war of 1500,
among which was a tattered, moth-eaten fragment of the
famous standard of the Dannebrog, that had been suspend-
ed for more than fity years in one of their churches.
Thus fell, under a state of hopeless vassalage, a brave and
ancient race, who had maintained an almost incessant
struggle for their national independence since the days of
Charlemagne.t

* This multitude was crowded together in the midst of the
enemy’s cavalry, drawn up in battle-array ; one of their clergy,
appreﬁensive of perfidy, imparted his fears, in the Latin lan-
guage, to a companion who stood near him ; he was overheard
by Henry Rantzaun, son of the general (to whom we are indebt-
ed for a history of this remarkable campaign, written under the
assumed name of Cilicius Cimber), who instantly assured him,
in the same tongue, that no breach of faith was intended.—
Crantz., Bell. Dith., tom. ii., p. 20.

t+ The most important details of the Dithmarschen war are to
be found in the narratives of John and Henry Rantzau, the prin-
cipal actors in that bloody scene. These, together with the
original authorities, have been extremely well digested into an
elegant historical work, published in 1813, by Professor Mol-
bech, under the title of Historie om Ditmarskenkngen, anno
1500, og Ditmarsken Erolring, under Kong Frederik 1.

TO THE THIRTY YEARS WAR.
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Frederic celebrated the triumph gained in this expedition
by performing the ceremony of his coronation at Copenha-
gen with splendid shows and tournaments. His crown
waa purchased by signing a capitulation with the senate,
which rendered him even more completely the slave of his
nobility than any of his predecessors. He expressly ac-
knowledged Denmark to be a free and elective kingdom,
and confirmed the former rights and privileges of the aris-
tocracy, promising not to confer the same on any “ unfree
man’’ or commoner without the advice of the senatorial
order, whose consent was also made necessary to a declar-
ation of war, and every other important act of sovereignty.
It was shortly after these transactions that a circum-
stance occurred, apparently of trrvial moment, which 1n-
volved the nation in a quarrel with Sweden. Erik XIV,,
whose unhappy temper embroiled his subjeets m perpetual
troubles, had remonstrated with Frederic 1I. against his
continuing to wear, in the Danish arms, the three crowns,
commemorative of the Calmar Union, which he regarded
as a design to perpetuate the ancient pretensions of Den-
mark to the Swedish sceptre. Not obtaining a satisfactory
answer to these remonstrances, Erik retaliated by insert-
Ing the arms of the rival kingdom in the royal banner of
Sweden. This seemingly puerile freak, under which was
thinly veiled the dormant feud between these bordering
nations, furnished the ostensible pretext for a long and
bloody war, which exhausted the resources of both states,
and was at last terminated without any permanent result
of solid advantage to either.

Frederic entered into an alliance with Sigismund Augus-
tus, king of Poland, the declared object of which was to
drive the Swedes out of Livonia, and compel them to re-
nounce their claims to any part of Norway or the Danish
provinces beyond sthe Sound. The city of Lubec also
made common cause with Demmark, having taken offence
at the revocation of the exchusive commmercial immeunities
enjoyed by the Hanseatic republic in the ports of Sweden.
The combined naval force of the two powers was intrusted
to the command of the celebrated Danish admirals Peter
Skram and Hemlf Trolle, who frequently encountered the
hostile fleet in the Baltic, with a result sometmmes dubious,
but more generally favourable to the enemy

FROM THE REFORMATION
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The cause of thjs indecision is mainly attributable to
the fact, that the revolution which the invention of gun-
powder was destined to produce in naval warfare was then
only in its infancy. The use of cannon, long firelocks,
and arquebuses on board had been introduced in the time
of John ; but the art made slow progress, and Skram was
the first Danish admiral who commanded a fleet properly
cequipped with artillery, in the great victory which he obtain-
ed In 1635 over the forces of Lubec, near the Isle of Born-
holm. At that period the vessels were of small construc-
tion and ill manned ; their officers in general, instead of
seamen, were knights or nobles, who made little use of
their guns at long shot, the main object of their naval tac-
tics being, as in the wars of the Middle Ages, to bring
these floating batteries as near together as possible, i1n or-
der to decide the contest by boarding.

The belligerent states continued their hostile encoun-
ters, victory apparently inclining to neither side. In 1668,
the veteran Skram, with a fieet of twenty-seven sail, man-
ned by 6400 seamen and soldiers, brought the enemy to
action close to the Isle of Oland, but, as usual, without any
decisive result. The Danes, however, still maintained
their superiority in the Baltic, and in the course of the fol-
lowing year another armament, commanded by Herulf
Trolle, and re-enforced with six ships of war from Lubec,
sailed from Copenhagen Roads, and encountered the ene-
my’s squadron in the channel between Oland and Goth-
land. The ship of the Swedish Admiral Bagge, called the
Makolas or Mars, and described as being of colossal size,
carrying 173 brass and iron guns of various calibre, was,
in fact, only equal to a line of battle ship of seventy-four
guns of modern construction : the rest were much smaller.
The engagement was obstinate ; fighting continued the
whole day, and, after the interruption of the night, was re-
newed next morning, when the Mars, being surrounded,
was captured, and the admiral taken prisoner. She was
then set on fire and blown up, with 880 Swedes and Danes
on board, all of whom were either drowned or consumed
in the flames. Vice-admiral Fleming assumed the com-
mand, and endeavoured to renew the action, but he soon af-
terward retired into port, leaving his antagonists rmasters
of the sea for the remnainder of the year.
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In 1666, Admiral Horn, with a superior force, pursued
the Danish fleet to the batteries of Copenhagen, swept the
Sound of the merchant vessels navigating under the ene-
my’s flag, and levied the accustomed duties on such foreign
bottoms as he had intercepted in his adventurous career.
At length the combined fleet of Denmark and Lubec en-
countered the Swedish squadron on the coast of Pomera-
nia; but the former were beaten, with the loss of their
high-admiral Herulf Trolle, who received a mortal wound,
and was succeeded in the command by Otto Rud. A sec
ond engagement took place off Bornholm, which again
ended 1n the defeat of the Danes, who lost several vessels,
including the admiral’s ship. Rud himself was taken pris-
oner, and the Swedes obtained the ascendency in the Bal-
tic during the rest of the season.

Next spring Horn sailed from Stockholm with a fleet of
sixty-eight ships, and once more encountered the enemy
near Oland. The action was broken off by a storm, which
completely separated the combatants. The Swedes reach-
ed their own coast in safety, but the Danish and Lubec
squadrons were wrecked on the Isle of Gothland. Ten
ships, with upward of 6000 men, perished in the waves,
and from this disaster the navy never recovered during the
remainder of the war.

Meanwhile the coasts of the two kingdoms and the fron-
tier provinces on the land side were laid waste with un-
sparing ferocity. To revenge the loss of Elfsborg, Erik
entered Halland and Bleking, which he ravaged without
mercy. Histroops at the same time invaded Norway, and
gained possession of Trondheim, with some other towns,
but they were soon deprived of these econquests by the en-
ergy of the viceroy. The fortress of Warberg having
been taken by the Swedes in 1665, Daniel Rantzau, an of-
ficer who had served with distinction in the Dithmarschen
war, proceeded at the head of the Damsh land forces to
attempt its recapture, when he received intelligence that
the enemy were approaching with a superior force to cut
off his retreat into Scania. His little army, amounting to
only 5000 men, he intrenched on a moor near the ford of
the Falkenberg, while his antagonists, whose numbers were
more than double, advanced to the attack, determined to
dispute his passage across the river. The Danes were
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barangued by their gallant general, who endeavoured to
mspire them with his own confident courage, not by dis-
guising the danger, but by setting it clearly before them in
all its magnitude. The whole army, following the exam-
le of their leader, knelt on the ground, and with uplifted
ds invoked the aid of Heaven The Swedes com-
menced their attack with a distant cannonading ; but, find-
ing they could not draw the enemy from his intrench-
ments, they boldly rushed to the assault, and penetrated
the field-works of the Danish infantyy, until they were
driven out and ultimately defeated with great slaugbter,
the loss of their artillery, and about 6000 men in killed,
wounded, and prisoners.

In 1667 Rantzau made an incursion mto West Goth-
jand, and advanced from Wadstena to Linkoping and So-
derkolnng, which latter towns were burned and pillaged by
his soldiers. The Swedes harassed his march, and at-
tempted to cut off his retreat by breaking up the roads and
intercepting supplies ; but they were again encountered and
defeated, with the loss of baggage, cannon, camp equi-
page, and several officers taken prisoners. With these
trophies of his victory the Danish general reached the
Scanian frontiex in the dead of winter, after suffering in-
credible hardships from the ruggedness of the country and
the inclemency of the season.

In course of the same year Erik despatched an expedi-
tion to Norway, the inhabitants of which were represented
as desmrous to shake off the Danish yoke ; but, on his army
reaching that country, they found that the people, instead
of hailing them as their deliverers, attacked them as ene-
mies, and obliged them to return disappointed, harassed,
fatigued, and reduced to the last extremities.

The degenerate son of Gustavus had now, by his follies
and crimes, completed the measure of his misfortunes.
His capricious cruelties had alienated the minds of his
subjects ; while the nobles, indignant at his base treatment
of the Sture family, sought with eagerness an opportunity
of revenge. Duke John, although he had consented, as
the main condition of his liberty, to renounce all clauns to
the crown, had acceded to that stipulation as extorted
irom him by force, and with a full determination to break it
without Islc_r_ugka. At length the discontented party, exas-
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perated by the king’s treacheries, publicly threw off theis
allegiance (1568), declared war, and besieged the infatua-
ted monarch in his own capital. His adherents defended
themselves with skill and intrepidity, until they were com-
pelled by the tumults of the citizens to open the gates.
Erik was immediately seized, and committed to the custo-

dy of the surviving friends of the nobles massacred at Up-
sala. The senate and the states revoked their oaths of

fidelity, and solemnly elected John to the vacant throne.*
The first act of the new sovereign was to punish the au-
thors of the infamous murders that disgraced the late reign;
and his next was t0 send an embassy to Copenhagen, with
a view to adopt measures for putting an end to the fruit-
less war which for seven years had desolated the king-
dom. Negotiaticns were accordingly opened at Roskilde

* The deposed monarch was immediately imprisoned in the
castle of Stockholm, where he endured every species of perse-
cution and indignity, ¢ exceedingly tormented (as he himseif re-
lates) with hunger, cold, stench, and darkness.” He often want-
ed the common neceasaries of life, and was sometimes insuited
and cruelly beaten by his keepers. These unnatural severities
having excited a feeling of compassion, caused frequent changes
In the place of his confinement. From Stockholm he was
transferred to Abo, thence to Castleholm, in one of the Aland
[sles; In 1570 he was removed to the castle of Gripsholm; In
1573 to Westeraas; and next year to Orebyhus, near Wendel,
in Upland, where he terminated his iniserabla existence (1677)
by swallowing poison, 1n obedience to his brother’s orders, who
had charged the keeper to open his veins or strangle him under
a mattress should he refuse the fatal draught. His body was
interred in the Cathedral of Westeraas, where his tomb still re-
mains, having been renewed about the beginning of the presens
century.—Clarke’s Travels, vol. ix., ¢. v. Coxe’s Travels, vol
iv., b. vii.,, c. ix. During his captivity, Erik kept a ;oumal of
what occurred to him in prison ; and, when depnived of his books
and the society of his wife, he soothed his dreary hours with
music, in which he excelled both as a performer and composer.
He translated into Swedish the History of Joannes Magnus,
wrote a treatise on the art of war, and composed two peniten-
tial psalms, which are inserted in the Swedish Psalter. His
son Gustavus having narrowly escaped being put to death, led
a wandering life of misery, and was compelled to eamn a sub-
sistence by the meanest occupations.—Celsius, Histoire d’Frick,
xiv. Dalin, Geschichte, &c., tom. ., p. §38~531; toin. 1v., p.
66-68 Messenius, Scand. Illust., tom. ni., vil.. viii.
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& 1568, which terminated in the signature of a treaty of,
peace ; but, when its conditions were known at Stockholm,
the king declined to ratify them, alleging that they were at
once dishonourable to Sweden, and contrary to the struc-
tions given to his ambassadors. Hostilities were in con-
sequence renewed, and in the following year Frederic II.
commenced operations in person by the recapture of War-
berg : a conquest which was dearly bought with the loss of
his twb ablest generals, Rantzau and Franz Brokenhuus,
who both fell during the protracted siege.

At length the belligerent parties began to weary of a war
productive of nothing but barren trophies and mutual de-
struction. A new treaty of peace was therefore signed at
Stettin in 1670, by which the ancient boundaries between
the three kingdoms were re-established. Sweden renoun-
ced her pretensions to Jamtland and Herjeadalen on the
Norwegian frontier, and agreed to pay 150,000 rix-dollars
towards the expeunse of the war. Both monarchs were
to have the nght to quarter the three crowns on their re-
spective arms; without prejudice to the independence of
either country. A free commerce was established between
the two nations, and the Swedish navigation exempted
from toll in passing the Sound. Any difficulties that might
arise regarding the interpretation of the articles of this
treaty were referred to the arbitration of six senators, mu-
tually chosen ; and if either king should refuse to abide by
their award, his subjects were absolved from their alle-

The remainder of Frederic's reign was devoted to the
peaceful parsuits of internal administration. His active
zehl for the Protestant religion, though doubtless sincere,
was tarnished by bigotry and the intolerant maxims of the
age. The unity of the Lutheran doctrines was jealously
guarded by civil penalties.; and one of the most learned
professors in the University of Copenhagen, Hemmingius,
was deposed for the imaginary offence of publishing in
Latin a treatise on the Eucharist, which was supposed to
lean towards the Calvinustic interpretation of that symbol-
ical ordinance. The Elector of Saxony had caused to be
established in his own and several other states of the em-
pire a Formulary of Concord, which he seant to Frederic ;
but the latter rejected it with indignation, 88 an element
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of discord, and even prohibited the introduction and sale
gfd all books in which its tenets were explained or demmd-

%*
Denmark, like other Protestant countries, might lave
derived advantage from the arts and industry of the per-
secuted subjects of the Netherlands, exiled |y their bigot-
cd princes for the crime of religious non-conformity ; bu.

they were expelled from her inhospitable shores by ar

edict requiring all foreigners settled in the kingdom to
subscribe to the articles of faith professed by the Nationu
Church, otherwise to be banished the realm. The intolel
ance of Frederic In theological matters was in some meas
ure redeemed by his bountiful patronage of learned men
and especially of T'ycho Brahe, the first Danish philosophex

whose fame had extended beyond the narrow confines of

his native land. He not only conferred a pension on that
illustrious astronomer, but granted him the island of Hueen,
and assisted him to build the Observatory of Uranienborg,
where he pursued his studies for twenty years, until driven
into banishment. during the minority of Christian IV. by a

cabal of jealous and ignorant courtiers.

Frederic died In 1588, at the age of fifty-four. As a
monarch, his public and private character equally entitled
him to the applause conferred on him by the national his-
torians. To undaunted c and deep penetration he
joined a tender regard for justice, and a magnificence that
cast a lustre on all his actions. In the general politics of
Europe he took a deeper interest than any of his predeces-
sors had done, as may be inferred from the different for-
eign embassies that on various occasions visited his court.
In 15682 he was presented with the order of the garter by
Queen Elizabeth of England ; and a few years afterward
his second daughter, the Princess Anne, was married to
James VI. of Scotland, whose matrimonial expedition to
Copenhagen, in quest of his betrothed bride, forms one of
the most amusing episodes in his diversified reign.

The peace of Stettin had been hurried to a conclusion,
iIn order that his Swedish majesty might be at liberty to
prosecute more vigorously the war in which he was enga-
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* This Formulary has since been adopted by the Damdl
Church as the ﬁnneat bulwark of its orthodoxy.




ged with the Czar Basilovitch of Russia, who had not only
made incursions into Livonia, but was secretly intriguing
to procure the release and restoration of Erik, whom the
states had condemned to perpetual impnisonment, reversing
all his public acts, and declaring his children incapable of
the succession. The most extensive preparations had
heen made by the Czar, who threatened to overrun Finland
and the whole of Sweden ; but his fury received a check
from & sudden irruption of the Tartars, who pillaged and
laid the city of Moscow in ashes, after having put above
30,000 of the inhabitants to the sword. 'To repel the med-
itated invasion of the Russians, John despatched an em-
bassy to solicit assistance from James V1. of Scotland and
Queen Elizabeth of England, neither of whom was dispo-
sed to embark in 80 hazardous an enterprise. Obliged to
trust to his own resources, he sent strong re-enforcements
into Livonia, where the operations of the campaign were
carried on with s0 much spirit and success, that the bar-
barian, humbled and defeated, was reduced t0 the necessi-
ty of suing for peacs.
Negotiations had scarcely commenced, when they were
interrupted by a mutiny of the Swedish auxilianes. A
quarrel having originated between the German cavalry and
the Scottish infantry, both parties flew to arms, and fought
with such desperate obstinacy, that a body of the latter,
amounting to 500, was almost totally annihilated. By this
accident the flames of war were rekindled, and continued
to rage with increased violence until the gathering storm
of civil commotion compelled the Swedish monarch to con-
clude a partial truce, which lasted, but with little regard to
its provisions, for the space of nearly twelve years.
The troubles which prevented John from obtaining m»ne
advantageous terms with Russia, arose from his rash and
impolitic attempts, at the instigation of the queen, to change
the established religion, and replace it by a modified scheme
of popery. This project was laid before an assembly of
the ¢ , Who were induced, partly by motives of ambi-
tion, an partly by the mﬂuence of court favour, to give it
their ready concurrence. Meetings of the bishops and
general convocations were held, in order to settle disputed
points among the different sects of Christians; but it was
souud no easy matter to adjust the balance between bigotry

TO THE THIRTY YEARS' WAR.
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and ' enthusiasm,. and for three years the kingdom  was

plunged in all the bitterness and confusion of theological
controversy, which threatened to terminate in e¢ivil war.
Happily, these imprudent efforts met with a salutary oppo-
sition from the king’s brother, Duke Charles, who obliged
all the ecclesiastics within. his jurisdiction to sign articles,
declaring their resolution never to abjure nor depart from
the Confession of Augsburg. That prince had influence
enough with the statgs to obtain a remenstrance, In very
strong terms, agaimst this dangerous innovation on the na-
tional faith ; and, at the same time, a request that his majes-~
ty would publicly confirm the doetrines of .the Swedish
Churech, as established by Gustavus.Vasa, and prohibit the
mportation of all books written by the Catholic clergy. It
is probable that John, who was a warm advocate of  the
Romish religien, would have persevered in his original in-
tention, as he had received the pope’s nuncio, and privately
admitted a swarm of Jesuits into his dominions ; but the
death of the queen, whose. conversation had made him a
proselyte, produced an immediate change 1n his policy.
The foreign emissaries were banished ; the priests, who
received no farther countenance from the court, saw their
superstitious ceremonies fall into disrepute. Duke Charles
was reconciled to his brother, who granted pardon and a
general amnesty to all his adherents.
The demise of the King of Poland, brother- in-law to hia
Swedish majesty, opened up a source of contention, which
proved the fatal cause of many subsequent misfortunes.
Prince Sigismund, the eldest son of John, and nephew to
the deceased monarch, being urged to advance bis claim
as a competitor for the vacant crown, in opposition to the
Archduke Maximilian, brother of Rodolph 11., was elected
by a great majority, chleﬂy through the influence of the
queen, his mother’s sister, who had gained over to her
views a sufficient number of the Polish aristocracy. This
high dignity, however, was purchased on conditions injuri-
nus to the peace and the interests of his native country.
The truce-with Russia having expired (1583), the states
agreed to its renewal for three months, as the Czar had
refused to conclude perpetual peacs, except on condition
that Sweden should resign to him the provinces she had

conquered in Livonia. In consequence of these exorbi-
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tnntdemmda,thewarwasresumedmthmcreuedfnry
All the Swedish fortresses in Ingermania surrendered to
the Russians, while the king’s troops were unable to gain
a single advantage. In this gloomy state of affairs John
saddenly expired, his death being ascribed less to the mor-
tality of his disease than the ignorance of his physicians.
The crown now develved on Sigismund, who obtained
jJeave from the Polish diet to visit Sweden, but on condition
that his stay should not be protracted longer than was
necessary to regulate the affairs of that kingdom. Duke
Charies, m the mean time, who had already been mtrusted
with a share of the government, undertook the administra-
tion as regent, and proceeded to adopt measures for secu-
ring the Protestant religion, which was cousidered to be in
danger, as the new monarch-had been educated by his
mother in .the principles of the Romish faith, and might
probably attempt its restoration. Nor did the event deceivo
the apprehension of the Swedes. Immediately on his ar-
rival (September 80) he betrayed his affection for popery,
by insisting that & Catholic church should be established in
every town and city within the realm ; he annulled the
decrees of the Synod of Upsala; disputed the election of
the archbishop; refused to be crowned by a Protestant
prelate ; and declared that the ceremony should be per-
formed by Maloepma, the papal nuncio, who had accom.
panied him on his journey. The senate and the clergy
remonstrated, but Sigismund was deaf to their entreaties.
The pulpits began to sound the alarm, while the nobles in

the interest of the regent secretly spread the flames of
dissension. Disputes and altercations were followed by
acts of violence on the part of the Catholic faction, who
claimed the use of the Protestant churches for burying
their dead with the usual ceremonies of the Romish rit-
ual. Both parties urged their pretensions with increased
warmth ; the states threatened to renounce their alle-
giance if any attempts were made to abolish the estab-
lished worship ; while Sigismund refused to grant a single

conecession, uniess the Catholic relign

jon were tolerated to
the extent of being preached conjointly with the Lutheran.
Matwm, however, were adjusted so far as to prevent the
aecow ity of resorting to military force.

The .upulated period of absence having now expired,
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his majesty set sail for Dantzic, leaving the administration
of Sweden in the hands of the regent. His departure wus
the signal for new tumults and disorders, which now broke
out with increased violence. The duke having declined the
onerous charge assigned him, the senate, in virtue of the
late treaty with the king, proceeded to abolish the popish
religion, and expel the clergy of that communion. In
Stockholm the exercise of the obnoxious worship was pro-
hibited, under heavy penalties, within the jurisdiction of
the city and suburbs. A resolution of the states was
passed at Socderkoping, acknowledging the Confession of
Augsburg as the only established creed, ordaining all chil-
dren to be educated 1n that faith, under pain of being dis-
inherited ; and declaring all papists incapable of holding
preferments or places of trust under government. ‘To en-
force this decree, Charles made the circuit of .the king-
dom, and was adopting measures for reducing INikolas
Flemming, the refractory governor of Finland, who had
afforded an asylum to.the banished priests, when he had
the misfortune to quarrel with the senate, on suspicion ot
their holding secret intelligence with that insolent and
powerful rebel. -

The king, on being informed of this disagreement, or-
dered the regent to be excluded from any share in the ad-
ministration ; but the latter immediately convoked an as-
sembly of the states, and obtained a decree, co '
the treaty of Soderkoping, and declarning him sole governor
of the kingdom during the absence of Sigismund. The
senate, on declining to ratify these articles, were pro-
nounced guity of disobedience. The chancellor, with
most of the other members, fled, and made common
cause with the insurgents in Finland, Smaland, and the
two Gothlands, who threatened to invade the country with
the aid of a strong re-enforcement from Poland. The duke
was not unprepared for this emergency ; he assembled
the states of-the mutinous provinces, and exacted an oath
of fidelity from the inhabitants. After taking several for-
tresses, he laid siege to Calmar, and compelled the garri-
son to swirender. The king, resolved to depose the regent
by foree of arms, despatched a powerful expedition, which
landed at Calmar, where the royal standard was erected.

Charles displayed equal energy; and the kingdom miglt
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have been wasted by the desolating ravages of contending
factions, had he not contrived, under cover of a thick fog,

to surprise the monarch 1n his camp at Strangbree, where
the enemy were completely routed, the king's body-guard
cut to pieces, and his person expoeed to imminent danger
The effect of this victory was the conclusion of a treaty,
in which matters were so far adjusted, that Charles re-
newed the oath of allegiance to his sovereign, while the
latter not only promised oblivion for past offences, but grant-
ed several demands which he had formerly refused. The
renewal of hostilities commenced on the part of the duke,
who made himself master of Calmar. His next exploit
was to march with an army into Finland, to reduce the
inhabitants to subjection. Viborg, Narva, and some other
fortresses surrendered ; a number of the principal rebels
were seirzed and conveyed to Stockholm, where they per-
1shed on the scaffold. These successful achievements were
followed up by a resolution of the states to withdraw their
allegiance from Sigismund, ¢ because he had broken his
coronation-oath, infringed upon the constitution, disregard-
ed the laws, and endangered the Protestant religion.” By
another act of the diet (1600), they not only excluded him
from the sovereignty, but revoked the offer of the crown
lt;amlered at a previous meeting to his son Prince Vladis-

us
Every obstacle being thus removed, Duke Charles, al-
ready vested with absolute power, was immediately ele-
vated to the throne. In raising himself to that high dig-
nity, he had displayed great talents and consummate ad-
dress ; yet such was the alarming state of public affairs,
that his election seemed to be the result of necessity. His
services to.the state might demand this return of -gratitude,
but the circumstance that most endeared him to the people
was his being the only surviving son of their favourite
hero, Gustavus Vasa. The succession was made heredi-
tary in his male descendants, and, failing issue, it was to

revert to Prince John (son of the late monarch) and his
heirs of the male line. It was farther resolved that no

future king of Sweden should marry into a Catholic family
or accept a foreign crown, under pain of forfeiting all claim
to the throne.*

* Loccen., lib. vi. Puffend., tom. 1.
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The first measure of Charles was to prosecute the war
in Livonia, and repel the encroachments of the Poles, whe
had taken poesession of Wittenstein, Riga, Wolmar, and
several other places. His first expedition was unforte-
nate, having cost him the lives of 3000 men ; In a second
attempt he was defeated, and narrowly ewapedﬁmnfaﬂ-
mgmtothehandsoftheenemy,hmthmlmmonm
more suecessful, but all his were lost by the

advantages

impolicy of Count Mansfeldt, who, instead of vigorously
pushing his conquests, vainly attempted to negotiate a
treaty, the terms of which the king declined to ratify.

A revolution having occurred in Russia, Sweden became
implicated in the disputes that oniginated from the con-
tested succession to the throne of that country. The
Scandinavian dynasty of the Ruricks having termimated
with the death of Feodor 1., son of Ivan Basilovitch, In
1598, the anarchy which followed the extinction of this
race of princes opened the way both to foreign and domes-
tic pretenders. The murder of Demetrius, and the eleva-
tion of Zuski in 1606, gave rise to fresh disturbanees, by
which Charles 1X. so far profited as to obtain pessession
of Kexholm and Novgorod, in recompense for the assist-
ance he had afforded the grand-duke against the imtrigues
of Sigismund, who had caused Prince Vladislaus to be
crowned Czar at Moscow. He had even conceived hopes
of securing the glittering prize for himself, or, rather, for
his second son, Charles Philip ; but the proseocution of this
ambitious scheme, as well as the renewal of the war in
Livonia, were suspended by a quarrel with Denmark, re-
specting the northern boundary of the kingdom.
Christian 1V., when he succeeded to the Danish crown,
had only attained his twelfth year. As neither the law
nor usage of the realm had prescribed any fixed rule in
the event of a minority, the guardianship of the young
prince and the regency of the kingdom were contested be-
tween the senate and the queen-mother. But the power
and influence of the aristocracy prevailed, and, accordingly,
the senators elected four of their own body to administer
the government, while the provincial states of Sleswig
and Holstein asserted their right to designate by election
the successor of the late king, as sovereign duke of that
portion of their territory which had descended to the royal
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branch since the separation of the two houses. This claim
was formally acknowledged by the regents and the repre.
sentatives of the ducal line of Holstein-Gottorp; and it
was- not until the year 1616 that the succession of botl
branches in the duchies was rendered hereditary by a de-
oree of the Emperor Rodolph II.

‘The Norwegian prelates and nobles had agreed in 1583
to recognise Christian, whom the Danish senate had nomi-
nated as their futare king, and who, by the law of Magnus
Lagabester, was legitimate successor to the throne. In
1501, the youthful monarch, acecompanied by the four re-
gents, salled for Opslo (now Christiania) to receive the
homage of his Norwegian subjects, who presented, on this
occasion, a spirited remonstrance against the neglect and
eppression to which their unhappy land had been subjected
ever since the union with Denmark. The humiliation of
this once renowned kingdom, which for the next two cen-
turies almost disappears from the political horizon of Eu-
rope, is attested by the silence of history. The native
nobility were supplanted by foreign intruders, who filled
the offices and usurped the fiefs of the country. If the
allodial peasantry m Norway never sunk to the same level
of degradation with the Danish serfs, its agriculture wag
less encouraged, and its commerce entirely monopolized
by the Hanseatic merchants established at Bergen. These
grievances the regency declared their readiness to redress,
" but their promises were not fully realized until the king
himself, after attaining his majority, began to turn his ac-
tive mind to the affairs of that country, which had been
80 long neglected by the princes of the house of Olden-
burg. As soon as the term prescribed by law for the ter-
mination of his minority had expired, Christian was solemn-
;y crowned, after having signed a capitulation with his no-
tlglet;, similar in its econditions to that subscribed by his
ather.

The early years of his reign were characterized by that
incessant and energetic attention to public business whicl
marked his whole life. He explored in person the 1nterio.
of the kingdom, and examined with his own eyes the sev-
eral details of the local administration; correcting, so far
circumstances would permit, such abuses as he discov-

rred. and eagerly embracing every suitable occasion of
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ocontributing to the prosperity and improvement of his pco-
ple, by lightening the burdens on their industry, and more
especially by relieving their commerce from its dependance
on foreign monopolists. His passion for geographical
knowledge and maritime discovery early developed itself,
In an expedition equipped in 1599 to circumnavigate the
coasts of Norway. The squadron, consisting of twelve
ships of war, with the king himself on board, sailed round
the Noi'h Cape into the White Sea; and from this voy-
age, 1t 18 probable, he was led to attach an undue impor-
tance to the commerce and fisheries of those frozen re-
gions, s0 long tributary to the kings of Norway, and s¢
soon to form the principal object of renewed hostilities
with Sweden.

The northern part of the Scandinavian peninsula, as al-
ready noticed, had been peopled from the remotest times
by nomadic tribes, called Fins or Cwenas by the Norwe-
gians, and Lapps by the Swedes, from which their terri-
tory derived the name of Lapland. These abornginal in-
habitants retained their primitive manners, language, and
religion, unaffected by the progress of Christianity in the
North. No definite boundary separated the adjacent king-
doms of Sweden and Norway from the dreary wilderness
occupied by their less civilized neighbours, who subsisted
by hunting and fishing. The progress of conquest had
gradually pressed them nearer to the borders of the aretic
circle, but still even under the Union of Calmar their ter
ritorial limits remained undefined.

We learn, from the account given by Ohthere to King
Alfred of his voyage to these seas, that the tribes scatter-
ed along the coasts beyond the North Cape paid tribute to
Norway as early as the reign of Harald Haarfager. The
Laplanders round the Gulf of Bothnia were subdued by
associations of fur-traders, to whom the exclusive mo-
nopoly of their commerce and government was granted
by Magnus Ladules; and so far had these merchants
abused their prmleges, and thrown off their dependance
on the Swedish crown, as to style themselves ¢ Kings of
the Lapps.” Gustavus Vasa expelled these usurpers, and
reduced the natives to the condition of tributaries. His
son Charles IX., after his accession, assumed the title of

“ King of the LSpps of Norrland,” and founded the new

FROM THE REFORMATION
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oity of (oteborg (Gottenborg), near the mouth of the Gota,
to the inhabitants of wlnch he gnted the privilege of
fishing on the northern coasts of

These measures, added to the mterm;mon of the Dan-
ish commerce with the ports in the Gulf of Riga, awa-
kened the jealousy of Christian IV., who stationed a con-
voy in the Sound to protect all vessels navigating the
Baltic, in which he claimed not merely freedom of mer-
cantile intercourse, but a nght of dominion, such as had
been immemorially asserted by his royal predecessors.
In vain did he remonstrate with the king and the senate
against these encroachments the interests of his
crown and the immunities of his people. Charles evaded
all proposals for redress, and even charged the Danish
monarch with endeavouring to detach his subjects from
their alliance, by corresponding with the Swedish Diet on
- the difference between the two nations ; forgetting that he
had himself pursued a similar course with the Senate of
Denmark, who were well known not to participate in their
young sovereign’s ardent desire for war. At that period the
limits of the constitutional prerogative were 8o rudely de-
fined, and the influence of the senatorial aristocracy so
great In both eountries, that the king could hardly be con
sidered the exclusive representative of the nation towards
foreign states.

In these circumstances, aggravated by the intrigues and
anmmosities of political faction, it was scarcely possible that
an adjustment of disputed claims could be effected without
an appeal to the sword ; and in 1611 commenced that san-
guinary struggle between the two kingdoms, usually called
the war of Calmar. Before taking the field, Christian de-
spatched a herald-at-arms with a declaration of hostilities
against Sweden ; but Charles refused to admit him into
his presence, ang detained him as a pnsoner; while his
own messenger reached the enemy’s camp, where he pre-
sented a counter declaration, repeating the arguments ad-
vanced in the Danish manifesto and endeavouring to
throw the odium of the rupture upoa his adversary. As a
preparatory step, Christian had repaired all the strongholds
on the frontier of the two kingdoms bordering on Sweden,
and built a new fortress, called Christianopei, for the secu-
ritg of the provinces beyond the Sound.
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The national land-forces at this epoch consisted in the
feudal militia, composed of the nobility and their vassals,
the tenant of every crown-fief being compelled to serve
In person on horseback, and also to furnish a certain num-
ber of his serfs for the infantry, which was divided into
regiments or ‘banners” of 600 men each, commanded
by a captain, and subdivided into twelve companies, head-
ed by as many lieutenants. These levies furnished an ar-
my of 16,000, native troops, and they were increased by
4000 mereenanes, consisting of German cavalry, with
English and Scottish infantry. The defence of Norway
was oonfided to the national militia. The whole naval
force was divided into two squadrons, one of which was
sent to cruise in the Cattegat, and the other to blockade
Calmar, the key of Sweden on the Baltic frontier.
Notwithstanding these formidable preparations, Chris-
tian laboured under certain obvious disadvantages; the .
Danish nobility grudged the pecuniary ‘supplies ; the na-
tion had not heard the sound of war since the treaty of
Stettin in 1570 ; while the Swedes, on the other hand, had
m. constantly engaged in hostilities with Poland and
1a.
One division of the army, under Steen Schestedt, grand-
marshal of the kingdom, penetrated through West Goth-
land to Jonkoping; and the other, commanded by his
majesty in person, laid siege to Calmar, which was soon
obliged to capitulate, the king himself mounting the breach
at the head of his troops. The garrison retreated into the
citadel, but the town was given up to be plundered by the
soldiery. Charles, and his son Gustavus Adolphus, who
had surprised the principal military depét of the enemy
collected at Christianopel, advanced by rapid marcaes to
the rehef of the place, while Admiral Gyldenstiern arrived
with a superior naval force, and threw a considerable
supply of men and provisions into the besieged citadel.
Schestedt was recalled from West Gothland, but the
Swedes, determined to attack the Danish intrenchments
before the arrival of this re-enforcement, broke the ene-
my'’s lines, while the garrison made a sortie, set fire to the
town, and penetrated to the royal camp.
On this occasion Christian signalized his personal cour-
age, presence of mind, ani other great mulitarv qualities.
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for which he was distinguished. After an obstinate com-
bat, the assailants were driven back to their original posi-
tion; and Schestedt arriving In the midst of the battle,
decided the fortune of the day. A short time afterward
the Swedes abandoned their camp In the night, and with-
drew to Risby, in the expectation of receiving additional
supplies. Their retreat compelled the surrender of the
citadel, 1n which were found a vast store of bronze artil-
lery and other munitions of war.

Exasperated by these misfortunes, the Swedish monarch
sent a cartel to Christian, acocusing him, in the most bitter
and reproachful terms, of having broken the peace of Stet
tin, taken the city of Calmar by treachery, and shed a
profusion of innocent blood in an unjust cause. Every
means of conciliation being exhausted, he offered to ter-
minate the quarrel by single combat. ¢ Come, then,”
said he, after the old Gothic fashion, ¢ into the open field
with. us, accompanied by two of your vassals, in full ar-
' fmour, and we will meet you sword in hand, without helm
or harness, attended in the same manner. Herein if you
fail we shall no longer consider you as an honourable king
or a soldier.” Christian answered this extraordinary let
¢er In terms still more reproachful, declining to accept the
challenge of “a paralytic dotard,”” whom he sarcastically
counselled to remain by a warm fire with his nurse and
physician, rather than expose himself to combat in the
open field with his younger and more robust competitor.
This severe reply the king followed up by attacking the
Swedes In their intrenchinents at Risbhy; but, after three
days' hard fighting, he was compelled to retreat, and set
sail for Copenhagen, where he remained during the winter.
Charles did not long survive these exertions, having died
at Nykoping in 1612, wom out with fatigue of body and
mind. -

The war was vigorously prosecuted by his son, the illus-
trious Gustavus Adolphus, who retalfated the devastations
of the enemy in the Swedish territory by committing sim-
llar ravages in the Danish provinces east of the Sound.
He even penetrated into Scania, and invested Helsing-
borg, where he narrowly escaped being surprised in his
quarters in the night by Gerhard Rantzau. His little army
was ent to pieces ; his court-tnarshal, Wrangel, was taken
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prisoner ; he himself fled, with the remnant of his forcees,
across a frozen lake, where his horse became entangle din
the ice, and he would infallibly have been killed or cap-
tured had not one of his devoted followers dismounted,
and saved his royal master at the sacrifice of his own life.
Christian advanced to Skara, the ancient capital of West
Gothland, which he laid in ashes; but he had great diffi-
culty in effecting his retreat to the coast through the
mountain-passes, which (Gustavas had occupied with a
view to intercept the march of the Danish army.
'The following year both parties renewed the campaign.
Re-enforced with numerous bodies of foreign auxiliaries,
Christian invested Elfsborg, the strong bulwark of 'West
Gothland, which was taken after a’short siege. The new
city of Gottenborg also fell into his hands, after which he
ventured with a squadron of thirty-four vessels, and 8000
land-troops on board, to make an attack on Stockholm
The Swedish fleet sought protection in the narrow chan-
nel connecting the harbour of the capital with the sea ; but
the inhabitants were speedily relieved from their conster-
nation by the approach of Gustavus from the southern
frontier, and the arrival of a corps of Scottish veterans,
who had landed at Trondheim, and forced their way into
Sweden, across the great chain of the Norwegian Alps.*
Both princes had now become weary of this destructive
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* Among the Scottish auxiliaries on this occasion was a body
of 900 troops, commanded by Colonel George Sinclair, who
were attacked and totally destroyed by the peasantry of Guld-
bransdal, while marching through the narrow pass of Kringelen.
Colonel Munckhoven, who had been sent by Gustavus in 1612
to enlist men In Scotland and the Netherlands, succeeded in
raieing 2300 recruits, but on retarning he found Elfsborg, and
the whole coast from Nyborg to Calmar, in possession of the
Danes. He was, 1n consequence, obliged to land at Trondheim,
whence he made his way over the mountains to Jamtiand, and
thence to Stockholm, which was invested by the Danish fleet.
Sinclair and his perty were less fortunate. They had not pro-
ceeded many miles through Romsdal, Lessoe, and the valley
below Dovrefield, when they were surprised and cut to pieces
by the boors concealed among the rocks. A monument, stil}
proudly shown by the natives to all travellers, inarks the grave
of ¢ Jorgen Zinclar” and his companions, ** who were dashed
to pieces l'ke earthen pots.”—Von Buch, Travels, p. 88-9(),
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conflict, and lent a ready ear to the pacific overtures made
by James I. of England. Christian was discouraged by
the inadequate support he received from the Danish aris-
tocracy, and Gustavus was anxious to turn his whole at-
tention to the war in which he was then engaged with the
countries east of the Baltic. A treaty was accordingly
signed in 1613, at Knaerod, wherein the latter monarch
consented to ransom such of his provinces as the Danes
had taken, by the payment of a million of rix-dollars, as
also to abandon his claims to the Island of Oesel, and the
coasts of the Arctic Ocean a3 far as the Bay of Waranger.
The illustrious hero who now fllled the Swedish throne,
and whom history has rendered immortal under the name
of Gustavus Adolphus, was a minor at the time of his fa-
ther’s death ; but he had given such proofs of precocious
wisdom and valour, that the states did not hesitate to sus-
pend, in favour of a youth of eighteen, the fundamental
law of the realm, by which the expiration of the king’s mi-
nority was fixed at twenty-four years of age. The state
of perplexity and confusion in which the affairs of the na-
tion were found at his accession, required all the talent
and energy of which he was possessed. The campaign
in Russia, under the conduct of De la Gardie, had been at-
tended with bnlliant success ; but, although that general
had made strong interest to have Charles Philip, son of
the late monarch, elected Czar, in opposition to Viadislaus
of Poland, the negotiation for procuring him the imperial
dignity had made little progress. The treaty concluded
between the city of Revel and the Poles was not very
scrupulously observed ; and while Sweden was menaced
with formidable enemies on every side, her only support at
home consisted of weak friends, ill paid armies, and empty
treasuries, exhausted by a series of wars and revolutions.
In this feeble condition, it was of the utmost importance
to secure internal tranquillity ; and, accordingly, the diet
prevailed with Duke John to confirm his renunctation of
all claim to the throne, and allow the young prince to take
upon himself the sole administration of the government.
The first acts of Gustavus’s reign impressed his subjects
with a favourable opinion of that singular penetration and
capacity for business which marked the whole of his ex-

traord'nary career. The celebrated Oxenstiern was made
1I.—D
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.chancellor, and every post, civil and military, was filled
with equal discrimination. To carry on the foreign wars
in which he was engaged, he resumed all the crown grants,
and ordered an aceount of the produce of tithes and feudal
lands to be delivered annually into the royal exchequer.
The peace concluded with Denmark allowed him to devote
his attention for a short interval to the study of civil af-
fairs. He concluded a treaty of commerce with the Dutch,
and established a society of trade at Stockholm, every sub-
scriber to which advanced certain sums to the crown, on
being released for the space of three years from all taxes,
duties, and imposts. To encourage agricultural industry,
he absolved peasants and farmers from the obligation of
supplying the government with horses and carriages. An
edict was published to abridge the tediousness and expense
of litigation, especially in affairs of regal judicature ; and
no measures were omitted that could improve the national
institutions, or meliorate the condition of the people.

Within three years after his accession, Gustavus assem-
bled the states at Helsingborg, to deliberate on the proceed-
ings necessary to he adopted for the speedy adjustment of
the dispute with Russia. The whole northern quarter of
that great empire had expressed a desire to have a Swe-
dish prince, 1n the hope of extending their commercial re-
lations with the Baltic ; but Charles Philip had no ambi-
tion to become the ruler of a nation of barbarians ; and
the scheme, which for some years had been a favmmte
object at the court of Stockholm, was now finally and sud-
denly defeated by the election of Michael Feodorovitz to
the dignity of Czar (1613), a native prince of the Romanof
family, remotely connected with that of the Ruriks, and
founder of a new dynasty, which has continued ever since
to sway the sceptre of that immense empire. Determined
to revenge this affront, Gustavus obtained the concurrence
of the states In a resolution to compel the Muscovites to
refund the debt they had contracted under the late reign.
Their haughty refusal led to immediate hostilities : the in-
dignant monarch entered Ingria at the head of an army,
took Kexholm by atorm, and was laying siege to Plescow,
when James I. of England offered his mediation, and suc-
ceeded in restoring peace (1617), on condition of Russia
making payment of the loan, and ceding the contested

FROM THE REFORMATION
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provinces of Ingria and Carelia to Sweden. Brief as was
the duration of this war, it is memorable as the schocl
where Gustavus learned the rudiments of that art which
afterward made him the admiration of Europe.

The truce with Poland having expired, and its renewal
being frustrated by the treacherous design of Sigismund,
who not only declined all evertures of pacification, but
treated his Swedish majesty as a usurper, and even form-
ed a scheme to seize his person, the latter had no alter-
native than that of having recourse t0 warlike preparations.
With a powerfu] armament of 20,000 troops and a number
of eminent officers, he set sail for Riga and laid siege to
the town, while the Poles were occupied in repelling the
Turks from Wallaghia. The reduction of this place was
followed by a suspension of hostilities, with a view to a
general pacification ; but as Sigismund still refused his as-
sent, in the hope of gaining some favourable opportunity
to attack his rival, his Swedish majesty again put himself
at the head of his army, and entered Livonia, the whole
of which, except Daneburg, was subdued. Pillau, Elbing,
Marienburg, and most of the principal towns 1n Prussia
were taken by the iInvaders in a single campaign; and
next year (1627) the conqueror invested Dantzic, which
he would probably have carried had he not been wounded
by a cannon-shot at the commencement of the siege.
Meantime the Swedish fleet encountered the Polish and
Dantzic squadron while endeavouring to throw succours
Into the garrison ; an obstinate engagement ensued, which
terminated 1In the defeat of the latter, and the destruction
of their admiral’s ship.

This victory Gustavus immediately followed up by block
ading the harbour, and pushing his approaches with vigour
on the land side. By this unexpected movement the ma-
gistrates, already apprehensive of insurrection from the
scarcity of provisions, were thrown into the greatest con-
fusion ; and they had actually resolved to smrrender, when
a sudden flood of rain swelled the Vistula, until it carried
off the temporary pontoons, ruined t{.e Swedish works,
and obliged the king to break up his camp. As a compen-
sation for this disappointment, he took several towns 1u
his retreat, and put their garrisons to the sword. General
Wrangel also defeated a body of Poles at Brodnitz, an.!
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would have reduced Thorm had it not been suddetly re-
enforced by a strong detachment of troops. Another and
a more decisive battle was fought and won by Gustavus in
person, at Stum, where the enemy, with a body of 7000
German auxiliaries under Arnheim, were routed with im-
mense slaughter.

Peace was the happy consequence of the successes
which In every quarter had crowned the military opera-
tions of the Swedish monarch. Sigismund, finding his
ranks thinned by famine no less than by the sword of the
enemy, consented to a truce of 81X years (1629), by which
a glorious termination was put to the. war with Muscovy
and Poland. In negotiating this pacification, England,
France, and Holland lent their wiling aid, in order that
(Gustavus might be at liberty to turn his arms against the
Emperor Ferdinand II., In support of the Protestant inter-
ests In Germany, where the Reformed faith was put in

jeopardy by the grasping ambition of the house of A ustna.
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CHAPTER LI

Evom the Thiv'y Years’ War to the Danish Revolution of
1660.

The Thirty Years’ War.—Its Causes and Progress.—Christian
1V. chosen Captain-general of the Protestant Army.—Victor-
1es of Wallenstein and Tilly.—Invasion of Denmark by the

Catholic Troops.—Ambitious Views of Ferdinand 1l. and

Wallenstein.—Peace between Austria and Denmark.—Gus-

tavas Adolphus elected Commander of the combined Prot-

estant Forces.—His Departure for Germany. — Successful

Opening of the Campaign.—Defeat of Tilly at Leipsig.— Vic-

tories of the Swedes on the Rhine.—Passage of the Lech

and Death of Tilly.—Restoration of Wallenstein.—Siege of

Nuremberg.—Battle of Lutzen and Death of Gustavus.—Pros-

ecution of the War.—Peace of Westphalia.—War between

Sweden and Denmark.—Naval Engagements. — Peace of

Bromsbro.—~Death and Chbaracter of Christian 1V.—His Ef-

forts to promote Trade and Navigation.—State of Affairs at

the Accession of Frederic 11l.—Abdication of Christina of

Sweden.—Her Pretensions to Literature.—Charles X. invades

Poland.—Denmark embarks in the War.—Peace of Roskilde
-Final Cession of the Danish Provinces beyond the Sound

— Death of Charles X. and Peace of Oliva.—Treaty of Copen

hagen.—Revolution of 1660.

IT belongs not to the historian of the Northern king-
doms to enter upon a detail of those religious and political
disputes in which the Continent of Europe had been in-
volved for nearly a century, and which at this period
broke out into the celebrated War of Thirty Years, whose
destructive ravages spread from the interior of Bohemia
to the banks of the Po on the one hand, and the shores of
the Baltic on the other. A brief recapitulation of its caus-
es, and of the events which connected it with the states
of the North, i1s all that is essential for the purpose of
Scandinavian history. The whole transactions of this
ymemorable era are intimately associated with the Reform-
ation, which, although finally established in Denmark, Swe-
den, and Norway, still struggled In Germany with the an-
cient hierarchy for a doubtful and precarious existence.
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Tne religious peace of the empire had been apparently
sc¢cured by the treaty of Passau in 15562, confirmed by the
vecess of the diet of Augsburg in 15556. That compact
guarantied the mutual toleration of the Catholic and Prot-
estant doctrines in the different states, constituting the
supreme civil power in each the sole competent judge to
decide which form of worship should be the established
faith, but securing to those who might refuse to conform
liberty to remove with their effects into the territory where
their own creed was puablicly professed. ‘The alienation
of all ecclesiastical property, secularized prior to the treaty,
was confirmed; with this stipulation, that if any of the
clergy should thereafter abandon the Romish Church, his
benefice should immediately be filled up with a Catholic
successor, as if vacant by death or the translation of the
incumbent. This provision, called the Ecclesiasticum Re-
servatum, by which the future progress of the Reformation
was arrested In Germany, and the omission to protect
those Protestant dissentients who had separated from the
Confession of Augsburg, under Zainglius and Calvin, be-
came the fruitful sources of new contentions, whereby the
ancient constitution of the empire was shaken to its found-
ation. The flames of war burst out iIn Bohemia, where
the edict of toleration granted to the Lutherans by Rodolph
II. was revoked. The Protestants were defeated at the
White Mountain, near Prague (November 8, 1620); their
leaders expiated on the scaffold the crime of defending
their chartered liberties; and as the Emperor Ferdinand
had declared he would have no subjects but Catholics,
200,000 of the inhabitants who refused to conform were
obliged to sell their property and abandon their native
«and. The league was dissolved ; and although Count
Mansfeldt and Duke Christian of Bavaria defended the Reo-
formed faith for a while with heroic valour, they were un-
able to resist the Imperialists, under the Bavarian general
Tilly, who inundated Lower Saxony, ravaging the country,
and sequestrating the possessions of the Church.

In this desperate emergency, the assembled states of that
circle turned their eyes for succour to the kingdoms of the
North. According to the account of this affair given by
Schiller, Christian IV. and Gustavus Adolphus both covet-
ed the glory of saving the Protestant cause at this perilous
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juncture. The fame which the Swedish monarch had ac
guired by his exploits in Poland and Muscovy had excited
the envy of Christian, who burned with 1mpatience to
emulate the brilliant deeds of his rival. His peculiar posi-
tion as a sovereign member of the Lower Saxony circle,
with the contiguity of Jutland and the Danish isles, which
secured him & retreat in case of disaster, gave him evident
advantages in this competition, and induced the Protestant
powers to urge his acceptance of the supreme command
of the combined force about to be raised for protecting the
liberties of Germany. It is, however, worthy of remark,
that no allusion to this rivalry is to be found in the con-
temporary annalists, nor in the correspondence of the ne
gotiators concerned in these transactions. If their testi-
mony 1s to be credited, the defence of Protestantismn was
urged on Gustavus by his brother monarch; but the state
of affairs in Poland rendering it impossible for him to com-
ply, the latter was himself reluctantly persuaded to under-
take the task, on the assurance of receiving support from
every quarter of Christendom.*
Trusting to these promised supplies, the king attended
a convocation of the Saxon states at lL.auenburg (March,
1625), where he entered into a league with the free cities
of the circle, and was chosen captain-general of the con-
federated army. With a body of 256,000 men, collected in
Holstein, consisting of Danes, Germans, Scots, and Eng-
lish, he crossed the Elbe to Stade, and on reaching the
Weser was joined by 7000 Saxons. Tilly, with the forces
of the Catholic union, was on the opposite bank of the
river, and carried on his operations with success ; but the
campaign was marked by no decisive action. As Christian
was not vigorously supported by his allies, hostiiities con-
tinued to languish until the appearance of the celebrated
Wallenstein on the scene, whose imperishable fame still
lives in history and poetry, in the eloquent pages of Schiller.
He had already served the House of Austria with distinc-
tion against the Turks, Venetians, and Hungarians, and
received the title of Prince of Friedland in reward for his

* Schiller, History of the Thirty Years’ War (Moir's Tians-
Iation), b. ii.,, p. 156. Heeren. Political SJstem of Europe, vol
i, p. 143-148. Laoccen,, hib. vin. Puffend., tom. vi., lib, vi.
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gallant achievements. His first e¢xploit was the defeat of
Count Mansfeldt at Dessau, where a corps of 10.000 Prot-
estants was almost totally destroyed. The loss of this
brave officer, who died of sickness and fatigue, was soon
followed by the death of Duke Christian, and then the Dan-
1Ish monarch was left to contend alone with two of the
ablest generals in the Imperial dominions. One town after
another fell into their hands; and 1n a decisive battle,
fought near the castle of Lutter, on the road from Gottin-
gen'to Brunswick (August 27, 1626), victory declared In
tavour of Tilly, after a sanguinary action, which cost the
Protestants 4000 men, besides a vast number of prisoners.

This severe blow compelled the Danes to retreat to
Stade, where Christian endeavoured to obtain from the
states of Holstein a vote of fresh supplies. While his for-
tunes were thus under a cloud, the allied princes and free
cities of Saxony gradually abandoned him, and submitted
to the terms of peace dictated by the victorious foe. Still
the gallant monarch kept the field, having augmented his
army to 30,000 men, including 6000 English and Scottish
troops under General Morgan, and a small body of French
cominanded by Count Montgomery. The advance of Wal-
lenstein from Silesia at length put an end to all hope of
successful resistance, and threatened Christian with the .
invasion of his own territories. His newly-raised forces
were scattered before the storm, pursued by the veteran
bands of Tilly, who overran the duchies of Sleswig and
Holstein, their natural ferocity being exasperated by reli-
gious fanaticism to inflict wanton cruelties upon a race of
heretics. The Kking retreated to Kolding, whence he fled
across the Little Belt into Fionia with the wreck of his
army ; while another remnant escaped to the northern
promontory of Jutland, passed the Lim Fiord into the
peninsula of Vendsyssel, where they were forced to lay
down their arms ; and thus the entire Cimbric Chersonese,
from the Elbe to the Skager Rack, so long unvisited by the
ravages of war, yielded to the detested yoke of a foreign
conqueror. . wa strong fortress of Gluckstadt alone held

out for Christian.

The ambitious views of Ferdinand and his aspiring
licutenant were now directed to 1wore magnificent con-
quests ; aiming at nothing less than the destruction of the
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political independence of Germany, the extirpation of the
Lutheran heresy throughout the empire, and the subjuga-
tion of the Scandinavian peninsula, by cutting it off from
all commercial intercourse with its Protestant allies on the
Continent. As a preliminary step towards the accomplish-
ment of this gigantic undertaking, Wallenstein was vested
with a commission, as “ General of the Baltic and Oceanic
Seas,” to equip a fleet in the Hanseatic ports, in order to
assert the dominion of those waters against the maritime
power of Denmark, Sweden, and Holland. Ferdinand at
the same time deprived the Dukes of Mecklenburg of their
hereditary territories, as allies of Christian, and transferred
the allegiance of their subjects to the Prince of Friedland,
In violation of all the laws and usages of the Germanic
Confederation. The newly-created sea-king, with a small
fleet from Spain and Austria, took possession of Wismar
and Rostock, established the seat of his administration at
the former port, and commenced the building of additional
ships for executing his visionary plans of universal sover-
eignty. Lubec, though its former power had declined, still
retained strength and courage enough to preserve its neu-
trality In the impending contest. Stralsund had taken no
part in the Danish war ; but, as its possession was of great
importance to the Oceanic general, it was exposed to a
rigorous siege. The two northern kings, forgetting their
private jealousies, united their efforts for its relief. Chris-
tian set sail with a combined squadron ; and while he pro-
tected the town from being assailed by the enemy’s fieet,
the garrison was re-enforced by 5000 Swedish and Scottish
troops, under the gallant officer Sir Alexander Leslie. The
burghers, animated by the presence of this veteran and the
bravery of his countrymen, defended themselves with
spirit, until Wallenstein, notwithstanding his confident
boast of making himself master of the place, *“ even though
it were slung with chains between earth and heaven,” was
compelled to set fire to his camp and retire, with his laurels
withered, and the loss of 12,000 of his best soldiers.

This signal discomfiture, the first which the imperial
general had experienced, induced the emperor to consent
to treat for peace with Denmark, on terms more moderate
than he had before demanded. At an earlier period of the

campaign he had offered to bestow the Danish crown of
[I.—E
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the Prince of Friedland, the Senate of Copenhagen hav-
ing not only written to the court of Vienna, disavowing al
participation in the war which the king, as a German pow-
er, had undertaken against their wishes, but likewise en-
gaged in some dark infnigues with that ambitious general
(if we may trust his correspondence) to dethrone Chris-
tian and elect the emperor in his place. These projects of
ideal conquests were not dissipated. The impenetrable
Baltic put a limit to the march of the victors, while the
want of “shipping not only arrested their farther progress,
but endangered the territories they had already acqured.
These considerations, with others equally urgent, con-
spired to produce more pacific dispositions on the part of
Austnna. As the friendship of Denmark was most impor
tant for the success of the views which the daring ambi
tion of Wallenstein still entertained, he resolved, even at
the expense of his master’s interests, to' secure its alli-
ance. A congress was accordingly opened at Lubec, from
which he excluded, with studied contempt, the Swedish
ambassadors Oxenstiern and Spor, who came to intercede
for the restoration of the Dukes of Mecklenburg. A treat)
of peace was there concluded and signed (May 22, 1629,
by the imperial and Danish commissioners, in which the
king ransomed such parts of his dominions as were con-
quered by the Catholic generals, by abandoning his German
allies who had first deserted him. He renounced, at the
same time, all pretensions of right to interfere In the af.
fawrs of the empire, except in his character of Duke of
Holstein. Christian was thus compelled, by a concur-
rence of unfortunate events, not only to violate the spirit
of his engagements with Gustavus Adolphus, but to retire
without honour or advantage from the war, and concede to
that illustrious hero the renown of successfully vindicating
the liberties of Protestant Europe.
Had not the heart of Ferdinand II. been hardened by
igotry against the cries of humanity, the treaty of Lubec
hight have been the forerunner of a general pacification ;
his subjects, his allies, and his enemies united in imploring
peace at his <ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>